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Mary Polly Reed was a resident of Center Point for many years. Everyone called her Polly of Aunt Polly. She was held in such high esteem by the residents of Center Point, they named the road where she resided Polly Reed Road. Polly was a fascinating person, according to those who knew her.

The Reed story began in 1816 when John and Elizabeth Reed came from Greensboro, North Carolina in a covered wagon at the age of 89. They settled as squatters on the land near the spring that is head of Five Mile Creek and is now called Spring Lake Farm in Jefferson County, Alabama

They came with their son William, his wife Ruth Evans Reed, and their eleven children. They came from North Carolina with their family, horses and wagons, what few treasurers they could bring with them, and the hope for a better future. It took great courage, fortitude and much determination to make this trip.

William built his home near the spring. It was made of logs cut from the place. There were two large rooms and two big chimneys made of rocks that still stand today. This was the home, with many additional rooms added, of several generations of Reeds.

In 1819, the year Alabama became a state, William Reed bought  80 acres of land between Pinson and Warrior on Self Creed. It is believed that some of the older married children settled there as well.

In August 1821, William Reed and his sons, Robert and John, went to a land sale in Tuscaloosa and bought land at an auction. They bought the land they had been living on for five years.

These settlers had agreed not to try to outbid each other but to buy the land that each had settled on by the springs. At that sale and future sales there are records in the library to verify that William purchased 1,040 acres of land, Robert 760 acres, and john 280 acres.

The deeds, called grants at the time, were on parchment paper signed by James Monroe, President of the United States of America at that time. It was common practice for the deeds to be signed by the President of the United States. It is rumored that the first 89 acres of the home place cost $25.00.

William “Silver Dollar Billy” and his son Robert were at a sale of land, bidding against Mr. Hawkins. He said to Mr. Hawkins “Bid up Billy, I have a barrel full of money here”. The barrel was not full of money, but there was money on top of the barrel. That’s how William acquired the name “Silver Dollar Billy”.

In 1820, John at the age of 84, died and was buried in a plot of ground on the place. This became their family burial ground as there were no cemeteries nearby. Later, William, Robert, and their wives were buried there. William in 1856 and Robert in 1873.

Robert inherited the place from his father William. His son John Thomas Reed inherited it from his father Robert.

All four of Robert Reed’s sons by his first marriage to Cary Staton went to fight in the Civil War. The three oldest sons all enlisted on the same day, August 12, 1861, at Mt. Pinson, in the 19th Alabama Infantry, under Captain Bradley. John, the youngest, enlisted a few months later. Robert’s eldest son Nathaniel was killed in a railroad accident on the Mobile-Ohio Railraod at Oaratabubu, in Lauderdale County, Mississippi on March 6, 1862.

Robert Staton Reed served under General Bragg and General Johnston from 1861 to 1864. He had been promoted to lieutenant at the time of his death on June 4, 1864. He was killed in a battle north of Atlanta as Sherman started his march into that city. William Jackson Reed and John Thomas Reed came home from the war. John was caught and imprisoned as a spy and was wounded in action.

Robert Sr. married Mary Caleb Hilliard after his wife, Carey Staton, died. Mary Hilliard had five children by William Henry Hilliard who died in 1844. Her two sons, William Henry and James Alvas Hilliard also enlisted in the war in 1861.

Neither of the boys returned from the war. Jim was captured at Vicksburg on July 4, 1863 and paroled on July 8, 1863 with a promise not to fight against his country again. He rejoined his company and fought until his death at the battle on Lookout Mountain on November 21, 1863.

When John Thomas Reed returned from the war, he drove a buggy from Huffman through what is now Birmingham (but was, at the time a cotton patch) to Elyton Village and courted Betty Detuy. He married her on December 15, 1864 and took her to the home place to live. There they raised their family and lived until 1885.

In 1885, Thomas Watkins Riddle bought the home place from John and Betty Reed. On March 24th 1884 he married Hallie Catherine Reed, that was John Thomas and Betty Detuy Reed’s daughter, and she returned to live in the house in which she was born. They raised seven children in the house. On June 1,1925 the Riddles sold the place to Robert Jemison Jr. who preserved many of the old landmarks, including the original house and chimneys and named it Spring Lake Farm. Mr. Jemison sold the place to Emmett Ware in 1946. In 1956 he subdivided the property and built about 94 houses, including one for himself, on the lake next to the old home and made twin lakes instead of three.

Now that we have explored the Reed family histories, lets learn more about Polly Reed. Her maiden name was Mary Polly Tune. She married Robert Reed. Polly was born in 1831 and died 1920. There is no record of the date of their marriage and they had no children together. This was the third marriage for Robert. He was probable much older than Polly and most likely passed away early in their marriage. Polly had a home place in Center Point for many years, though the place no longer stands. She was one of, if not the first traveling saleslady. She drove all over Birmingham and surrounding areas selling her wares. She sold chickens, milk, eggs, pies, and vegetables. There was no news paper in the area so she spread all the news while she sold her wares. According to the Five Mile Presbyterian Church history, Polly  was one of the best known and most colorful names on the list of members of this church.” Aunt Polly joined the Five Mile Presbyterian Church in 1852, and remained an active member for 68 years. She was the only one of the early members whose date of joining is available on current records.

When the time finally came and it was too much of a hardship for Polly to travel in her buggy to church from Center Point, she asked permission to build a log cabin across the street from the church on Five Mile Road. Polly had always been a faithful member to the church and had contributed land, money and her time to the church. She donated the bell in the tower of the old white frame church building. Her wish was granted; her home was built on church property.

The Reverend M. W. Robinson was pastor of Five Mile Presbyterian Church from 1915 until 1945. His daughter, Martina Robinson is still living. Through Martina was just a child at the time, she remembers that the entire family looked after Polly.

“We children would go out and gather sticks, branches, and crows’ nests for Polly to build a fire,” Martina said. “Mother would look out every day to see if there was smoke coming from her chimney. That is how we would check on her.” Martina also remembers going to Aunt Polly’s house to hear her wonderful stories. “She also cooked for the children.” Martina said. 

Polly chose to be buried in the cemetery next to the Presbyterian Church. She had planned to leave all her money to the church, but much of her money had to be used for her health problems.

This is a family that has handed down the stories, the memories, and the joys and sorrows of the past generations of Reeds. The remaining Reed family members can see the talents, the personalities and the creative abilities that exist in their generations of Reeds today.

The imprints of the lessons instilled in their hearts and souls will be with them forever, stories and memories to last a lifetime, due to the fact that John and Elizabeth Reed chose to make the long and treacherous journey from North Carolina to Alabama to find a better way of life. 

Many thanks to Louise Reed, widow of Bob Reed, and a long time resident of Center Point who furnished a complete genealogy and history for this article, compiled in 1982 by her niece, Mary B. Garner.

Thanks also to Five Mile Presbyterian Church, who allowed me to borrow their history, Martina Robinson and Catherine Hodges whom I interviewed, and Maude Harvey Murphree for her assistance as well. Without all of their contributions, this article would not have been possible.

